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ECSA welcomes European Commission's
new Mobility Strategy and underlines
competitiveness of the industry as
prerequisite to achieving the goals

Welcoming the new Susfainable and Smarf Mobilify Sirategy publizhed foday by the
Euwropesn Commizzion, ECSA, undenines the imporfance of maintaining and improving
the compefifivenszs of the secfor 5a the prerequisite fo affsining the ambifions zef in the
document.

"Sustzinable, connected end resiient European fransport sectors are key fo mainfsining the
giobal position of the Euvropean economy,” =ays Martin Dorsman, ECSA Secretary-General. "This
strategy comes sf the right fime, as the fransport and mobility sectors seek fo come back sfronger
from the GOVID-13 cosis, while delivenng on fhe objectives of fhe Green Desl”

EShipping is already the most CO2-fiendly means of transport. It plays a critical role in the EU's
ambition to be the world's first cimate neutral continent by 2050, where the completion of the
Single European Transport Area - not yet a reality for European shipping - will represent a
significant milestone. In particular, the modal shift towards short sea shipping as a more
sustainable transport mode will be crucial to help the EU reach its decarbonisation targets. The
provision of adequate EU funding and access fo sustainable financing such as through a more
granular definifion of maritime taxonomy that takes into account the huge diversity of the various
European shipping segments are of high prierity. so the sector can invest in its green and digital
transition.

The Eurcpean shipping industry is fully committed to the eradication of GHG emissions from the
sector. it welcomes the references in the sirategy to the importance of working closely with the
International Maritime Orpganisation on concrete measures aimed at reaching global goals
consistent with the Paris Agreement The industry firmly beleves that a global approach &
preferable fo regional measures such as the proposed extenzion of the EU ETS fo shipping or
the rewvision of the Energy Taxzation Directive. & recent ECSAMICS study on the implications of
extending the current EU ETS to international shipping highlights the many downsides attached
to such an extension. ECSA will continue is constructive and pro-active dialogue with the
Europ=an regulators o discuss the way Europe can contribute to decarbonising the global
shipping industry as quickly as possible.

Mr Dorsman also highbghts the imporiance of a coherent approach towards the decarbonisation
of shipping:



"We spplaud the Commission’s efforts fo bring different legisfative endesvours info the sirategy.
The European shipowners need regulafory coherence and long-term certainty fo be able fo make
fthe necessary green and digital investments and remain compefitive globally. The strafeqy rghtly
recognises that shipping has greafer decarbonisafion challenges compared to other sectors, due
fo current lack of marke! mesdy zerm-emission technologies, required ivesfments and
infernational cormpedition. In this regard, 2 consistent legisistive fremework also sddressing the
responsibiities of fuel supphers 85 well a5 infrestructure needs is necessany”™

Ta this end. ECSA welcomes the upcoming rewision of the Allemnative Fuel Infrastructure
Directive (AFID) and of the Renewable Energy Directive (RED 11} and stresses that any proposal
on the FuelEU Mariime should be technolagy-neutral, goal-based and consistent with the Initial
IMC Strategy on GHG emissions so that further technical and operational efficiency measures
are encouraged. On the ETD, ECSA suggests to exempt all sources of energy delivered to ships
from taation, to create 3 level playing field betwesn the cument fuels used and the new
alternative fuels and other sources of energy like electricity.

"Likewize, we fhink the plan fo revise the Ship Recycling Reguiation only two years affer one of
ifs comerstones, the EU st of approved recycling facifties, entered info force goes sgainst the
Commission’s betfer requiation principle, a5 being premature and only creating wuncersinty for
operators,” Mr Dorsman continued.

Enwvironmental sustainability must go hand in hand with sacial and economic sustainability. ECSA
therefore welcomes the acknowlsdgement of the impartant role of transport workers in the
strategy, and in particular the focus on seafarers. In wview of the global nature of the industry, the
owerarching framewark for human resgurces in shipping are the international conventions under
the ILD and the IMO. It is essential that efforts are made by the EU to ensure that the MLE is
wider rafified and duly enforced. Given the importance of the global level playing fisld, ECSA
cautions against efforts that steer away from global norms.

European shipowners place a high lewel of importance on excellent standards of safety and
security for bath crews and passengers. ECSA looks forward fo working with the Commission on
the forthcoming revisions of the legislative framework on flag state responsibilities, port state
control and accident investigation

Lastly, Mr Dorsman added that:

"Ndaintzining and promoting the competiiveness of the shipping sector is a prerequisite for the
sector fo schieve its environmental and socisl susfainabity objectives. in sddition fo the need fo
complefe the interna! market for shipping and fo provide sccess o ship financing, enswrng
undistorted international competition, reciprocity and a level playing field is essential for the
Europesn shipping sector.

"EGSEA very much welcomes the Commission's commiment fo deepen fransport relations with
new and existing infemafional parfmers, amd will continue to support the Commission’s work fo
ensure frade agreements reflect the needs of the European shigping industry 5o a5 fo remain 8
vital geastrategic assef to the EU, in the face of unprecedented giobal chalenges.”

Further resding:
ECS5A-ICS Study on the “Implications of application of the EU Emissions Trading System (ETS)
to international shipping, and potential benefits of atternative Market-Based Measures (MBMs)”
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For more information, please contact Harold Tor-Daenens, Harold Tor@ecsa.eu

Read this on our website

Founded in 1885, ECSA promotes the interests of 20 members associations in the EU, the UK
and Monway. Tegether with EU and national policymakers, ECSA strives for a regulatony

environment that fosters the international competitivenass of Eurcpean shipping.



